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THE EFFECT OF WEATHER ON CROPS AND FARM OPERATIONS, SEPTEMBER, 1925 

By J. B. KINCER 

General summary.-During the first week in Sept,ember 
droughty conditions revailed over nearly all sections of 

tinued dry weather, excessive sunshine, and, in some 
places, unprecedented September heat, ripened outstand- 
ing crops rapidly and prematurely in many cases. Plow- 
ing was practically suspended in most interior States and 
the seeding of fall grains was impossible in many sections. 

During the second week of the month, however, the 
drought was largely broken by  generous rainfall, which 
was especially effective in practically all the central valley 
States, and the soil was put in good condit.ion. Late 

astures u-e.re, much revived. 

tially beneficial and late crops continued to deteriorat,e. 
This was especially true in the Stat,es coni rising t,he area 

curred in some central-northern districts about the middle 
of the month was not matserial, as most cro s had ma turecl. 

During the last half of the month conitions remained 
favorable for agriculturnl interests in most sections, ex- 
cept that moisture continued largely insufficient in t,he 
Southeastern States. I n  some inte,rior Stmates field work 
was somewhat interrupted by too much rain near t,he 
close of the month, and the soil had become too dry in 
parts of the Pacifk Northwest. 

Small grains.-Harvesting of wheat was prackicauy 
completed early in the month, and threshing was well 
along in the northern border States. Until about t,he 
10th it was much too dry for plowing and the prepara- 
tion of seed beds for the new wheat cro , but t,hereaft,er 
there was sufficient moisture for this worE and good prog- 
ress was reported. By the 15th plowing had been re- 
sumed generally, with seeding begun in the upper Ohio 
Vallev and in the Plains States, and by the close of the 
month sowing was in full progress in rnuc,li of t8he Wheat, 
Belt There was some interrupt,ion by rainfall to seed- 
ing in the lower Great Plains, the lower Missouri Valley, 
and some upper Mississippi Valley districts. Early- 
seeded wheat was coming up to a good stand in many 
localities. Grain sorghums in the lower Great Plains 
showed improvement after the rains. 

the country east of t P le Rocky Mountains, and the con- 

arden crops, and 
I n  truck, the 8 outheast the rainfa lr was insufficient to  be substan- 

from Virginia southward. Damage from t P le frost bhat, oc- 

G‘orn.-This crop ripened too rapidly during the first 

we,ather, and by the 10th about ha of the crop was SR P e 
part of the mont,h, because of the 

from frost in Iowa and Indiana, and the bulk of it was 
safe in Missouri. Late corn was benefited by rain, es- 
pecially in the Sout,hern States, but, the hot,, dry weather 
early in the month caused some deterioration in the main 
Corn Belt. At the close of the month the cro 
nearly all safe and harvest was well advanced, t ough 
late corn was somewhat damagecl by frost during the last 
week in some northeastern districts. On the whole, 
frost dnmage this year was negligible. 

Cotfon..-The first pwt  of the nionth continued warm 
and dry and unfavorable for late cotton in nearly all qor- 
tions of the South. Bolls opened very rapidly and pick- 
ing ancl ginning macle splenclid progress. After the first 
week, showers and more moderat,e temperatures over the 
west,ern half of t,he belt made much better conditions for 
t,he crop, and the late plant,s macle fair to very good ad- 
vance; there was some damage by wetness to open and 
unpicked cotbon, but this was not extensive. In the 
elistern portion of t,he belt it continued warm, dr;y, and 
unfavorable for the develo ment of the late crop. The 

sections, which was favorable for picking and ginnin 
but rather wides rend rains the latt,er part of the m o d  

ern cott,on States. Harvest was well advanced for the 
season at, the close of the month. 

bIiscelluneous crops.-Pastures showed general im- 
provement east of the Rocky Mountains, except in some 
southeastern district,s where it continued too dry. 
Range conditions continued favorable in the Northwest, 
and grazing was mostly good in the Southwest. Some 
livestock were moved to winter ranges in the Rocky 
Mountmain section. Late truck and garden crops im- 
proved in the Southern States, particularly in central 
and west Gulf districts, and unmatured minor crops made 
good advance quite generally in t,he interior of the coun- 
try. Potato harvest was in progress in the northern and 
and Northeastern States, with enerally good returns 
reported from Pennsylvania and %hio. 

revailing warm, d 9 

t 

third week had generally P air weather in practically all 

caused considera E le retardabion in this work in the west- 


